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July 18, 1995

...,...... " "

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

fVV'fIET file ","no\( I l'.,.'!AI
WVI\ It.[ vv'· 111.

Dear Sirs,

I am the resource director for a California Indigenous tribal

group located on the only federally acknowledged Indian land claim

in the entire San Francisco Bay Area. This site is located about 15

miles SW of Hollister, California on an Individual Indian Allotment.

This area is known as Indian Canyon and the tribal group is one of

the non-federally recognized California Indian tribes with application

before the Bureau of Acknowledgement and Research of the Bureau

of Indian Affairs.

Indian tribes in the San Francisco Bay Area? Yes, this indigenous

community exists within sight of Silicon Valley and is one of the most
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oppressed minority groups extant, with many important bay area

people, including teachers and administrators, unaware of their

history and existence today. (see Attachment 1) Electrical utility

service is non-existent and all telephone communication is long

distance with the tribal leader's monthly bill usually exceeding 300

dollars. This benign neglect is something we ourselves can help

overcome with education and development of resources within the

indigenous community if we have the tools to do so. As an

undergraduate reentry student I initiated an internet gopher

information service at the University of California Santa Cruz, an

experiment in opening a real time dialogue on the issues facing these

people after 145 years of external discourse on their culture.

Response has been tremendous with over 15,000 accesses logged

since December, 1993. Our world wide web pages were initiated in

February, 1995 and once again, interest has been extremely high

with the university science library supporting us and myself in using

my dial in alumni internet account to maintain the resources and to

respond to inquiries from all over the planet. And therein lies our

problem, one the proposed NIl Band can do something about.

Presently I maintain our internet resources from my home near

Santa Cruz, a local phone call in to the university modem. It is

important to the indigenous community that this fledgling resource

locate in the actual community environment, Indian land where

Native Americans can study and communicate using modern

facilities. This location and access problem is one facing rural and

underpriveleged communities everywhere. Our plans are extensive

and critically needed by the community. We intend to establish an

internet reference library, to build a language archive, to train Native
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American youth with Native American instructors in computer

operations and to provide a modern computer telecommunication

network among tribal leaders and their constituencies. As an

instance, funding is being slashed for California Indian Legal Services

(CILS), one of the few sources (for many the only) of legal help for

Indians in the entire State of California. Critical House Appropriations

Subcommittee hearings on funding for CILS are to take place the

18th and I was able to post this legislative alert on the 16th-but

many people affected by this probably have no idea of these

hearings. If we had in place a wireless network, information such as

this could be disseminated qUickly within the community. We are not

a large corporation, we cannot afford a network using the

telecommunication infrastructure as it exists and we want to help

develop a powerful and useful tool that will empower people

everywhere. Wireless telecommunications holds the promise to give

us that. Requests for further information come in constantly from all

over indicating the need for this type of comprehensive resource.

Inquiries range from displaced Costanoan descendents gratified to

discover an indigenous resource focused on California's Indians on

the internet (see attachment 2) to foreign travelers such as Professor

Erigette Ciapa of the University of Nice (France) who will be visiting

California in August and asked me if I could arrange a visit with

California Indians (after finding us on the internet). We are meeting

at 12 pm on August 7 in a Santa Cruz restaurant and traveling to

Indian Canyon for a meeting with tribal members.

A grant was secured by us in 1994 for installation of telephone

service to the actual Indian facility which lies 60 miles from the

urban university site, in another county and is powered by a
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photovoltaic electrical system we installed in 1993. Our wish is to

develop an online reference library and telecommunication resource

there staffed by interning students and youth and elders of the

indigenous community working together. We had to forego that grant

because we could not afford to pay the tremendous long distance

charges hardwired service would incur on an ongoing basis.

Furthermore, the indigenous community cannot establish an

affordable, state-of-the-art community computer network because of

these costs and the widely dispersed nature of the community.

Wireless communications technology is improving as we speak. A

public segment of the telecommunications spectrum could indeed

help make real the promise of telecommunications to bring [our]

community together. I have attached two transcripts of cases where

our internet connections have been of tremendous importance,

examples of what is happening on this information frontier.

The spectrum is public domain, access by every individual and group

regardless of social status or economic situation is in conformity with

the democratic ideals of this country and the technology to bring

tremendous new opportunity is upon us. We strongly support a

rulemaking that will establish a NIl band, open for "homesteading"

and development, available to all people.

1.-1V"~/7U/.)(::;~
Russell Imrie (Mohawk)

Resource Coordinator, Costanoan Indian Research Inc.

cc: Ann Marie Sayers, Apple Computer
Attachments
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Attachment 1, from Connie Hendrix to Costanoan Indian

Research/Costanoan-Ohlone Indian Canyon Resource (world wide

web page form submittal):

From nobody@bob.ucsc.edu Thu Apr 27 20:39:53 1995

Date: Tue, 4 Apr 1995 09:17:33 -0700

From: WWW user <nobody@bob.ucsc.edu>

Reply to: Connie Hendrix <chendri@Telis.org>

Subject: WWW comments (Forms submission)

chendri@Telis.org (Connie Hendrix) sent the following comment

I am a Technology Resource Teacher at a K-5 school in San

Francisco.

In working with the state "Telementor Project", I have

developed

a lesson plan around the 4th grade California Missions strand.

We

are trying to connect students up and down the El Camino Real

to telecommunicate about the missions in their towns. I would

like to include more information about the Ohlone's history

dUring

the time of the Spanish missionaries. Is there someone there

willing to take e-mail from 4th graders who is knowledgeable

about this

subject?

Any input you have is appreciated.

Connie
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After I responded to this query, Connie sent this message:

Russ,

*** I'm so excited about this. I tried for a very long time to find
someone on

Catholic servers or bulletin boards who knew about the
missionaries history. I

never did. Having heard that the Ohlone were all gone. it never
occurred to me
to find someone who knew that history until I came across Native

Net. *** [and found our gopher resource and later. web pages-Imrie]

Yes. I am with a state project. The California Technology Project
has a

training project called Telemation. I am among the third level of
teachers who

were trained to teach about telecommunications. This project 
the one that
inspired my message to you - is the result of the training we hand
in July.

There are actually two other San Francisco teachers working with
me. Our

intention was to get fourth grade students along EI Camino Real

to
telecommunicate about the missions in their towns.

Unfortunately. the call we
put out only resulted in a few responses and for various reasons

the responders
have dropped out. We're told that this is not uncommon for

elementary

telecommunications projects now. I think there just aren't enough

schools
ready to really get on line yet. We will finish the project. though,
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by

communicating amongst our three schools in SF and we have
hopes that it Will be

more successful next year. HaVing your input will greatly expand
the scope of
this year's project.

We Will begin With an exchange of students names in a game we
came up With.
Then, we're gOing to exchange riddles about the missions. We'll
have to do
some brain storming about how we can focus questions from
students on your

expertise. It may be a couple of weeks before you hear from them.

For your information ...Sue Price & I teach in a poor section of SF

and our
students are largely African American, Samoan or Asian. Diane
Rosen teaches in
Chinatown, but her Spanish bilingual students are mostly Latino.
We Will
likely continue this project until the end of April or so. None of us

is

working in a networked school. Two of us have one modem station

in each fourth
grade classroom. Diane has a station in the lab. There have been
some
problems With Tells, especially With the mail. So, we'll be USing

AOL for the
project. Those addresses are

chendri@aol.com
suel961@aol.com

dena leah@aol.com

What is your thesis on? Do you know any Costanoan people now?
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Can you tell us
the names of other Costanoan tribes who were forced into the
missions?

Thanks for taking the time to help us. I hope to hear from you
soon. Connie

re: RM-8653



Attachment 2, from Monica Castro to Costanoan Indian research/Costanoan

Ohlone Indian Canyon Resource.

Monica Castro is a Costanoan descendent and a bay area resident. She is

technical assistant at a federal government agency and will be attending

medical school beginning in the fall. Her family had no idea that any land

based Costanoan organizations existed and her family had simply lost most
cultural ties to their heritage over the years. They were very excited to have met
Ann Marie Sayers (Costanoan Leader) and to meet other Costanoan people.
When Monica's father finally visited Indian Canyon this winter (1995) and met
Ann Marie he was near tears. The entire family retained a knowledge of their

historical ties going back at least to Mr. Castro's father's lifetime. Details and
any strong sense of an ongoing relationship for their culture was almost non

existent though, until Monica contacted me via E-Mail. With Monica's
permission, I include a few of our early communications via the internet:

Date: Tue, 29 Nov 94
To: canyon@scilibx.ucsc.edu
Subject: Costanoan Indian

Hello Mr. Imrie,

My name is Monica Castro, I am 24 years old, and I am of

Costanoan/Yaqui Indian descent. I was in class the other night
and I came across a copy of the NOSO-N newsletter. I am very
interested in receiving this newsletter on a quarterly basis (or
whenever it is distributed). I was hoping that you could give me
more information on how to go about dOing that.

Also, the main reason that I am contacting you is that I am

hoping you might know of how I can go about tracing my family

heritage. Does the Costanoan Indian Research,lnc. deal with
issues such as this? My father is Costanoan, but we don't know
much else due to the fact that the elders in my family have passed
on. I would like to start learning more about my heritage. I thank
you for any information you can give me! I look forward to hearing
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from you. PLEASE feel free to contact me, either by phone or e
mail, anytime.

Date: Wed, 30 Nov 1994

cc: "Costanoan Indian Research Inc." <canyon@scilibx.ucsc.edu>
Subject: Re: Costanoan Indian

Me again. I am writing my thesis on my work with Costanoan
Indian
Research. As an Indian myself (Mohawk) I am really focusing on
helping people in your situation (family backgrounds and so on)
and ways Costanoan Indian research can help people with its
limited resources in incredibly important work. Unlike many, many

Indian organizations, the Canyon offers a land base and a neat

environment Indians can't get around here too easily. May I use

your message to me as part of my paper? Without using your name
or any of that kind of information - except on my bibliography and
that only With your permission. There are many people doing the
same as yourself and Ann Marie and C.I.R. really want to help in
this. I Will be writing up individual encounters and experiences I
have had over the last three years. Anyway, get back to me as soon
as possible and we can get to work.

Russ Imrie

Date: Wed, 30 Nov 94

To: canyon@scilibx.ucsc.edu
Subject: Re: Costanoan Indian

Hi Russ,
Thank you for getting back to me so qUickly. Wow, you are just a

plethora of information. This is great! I am very excited about this

and would love to set up an appointment to go to Indian Canyon!!
When are you planning to go? Finding out about my heritage and
to become recognized as a Native American is very important to
me. I am Will1ng to spend as much time as needed to do this.
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However, the time I do have is limited because I work full-time, go
to school part-time, and I volunteer at San Jose Hospital on the

weekends. Luckily, the school quarter is ending soon and I wlll
have more time to do this. You mentioned that you will be
graduating soon, do you mind if I ask from what school and what
your major is? I am also planning to graduate soon (from a
community college) and I'm looking to transfer to a school at the
university level. Please feel free to use any of this for your paper!!!
I can't believe I've finally found a starting point. I am really
looking forward to meeting you and to getting started. Thank you
again!!
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